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We are not being emotional here. We’re
not talking to the press, but as experts, we’re
full aware of that, and we have no concern
whatsoever in this regard.

Thank you. Thank you for your kind atten-
tion and for your participation.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
12:55 p.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall at the Kremlin.
President Putin spoke in Russian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. In his remarks,
President Bush referred to the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment, which places restrictions on normal-
ized trade relations between the U.S. and Russia
and other countries of the former Soviet Union
based on their economic structure and emigration
policies. President Putin referred to Gen.-Col.
Yuriy Nikolayevich Baluyevskiy, First Deputy
Chief of the General Staff, Russian Federation
Armed Forces. Prior to their news conference,
President Bush and President Putin signed the
Treaty Between the United States of America and
the Russian Federation on Strategic Offensive Re-
ductions.

Treaty Between the United States of
America and the Russian Federation
on Strategic Offensive Reductions
May 24, 2002

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation, hereinafter referred to as
the Parties,

Embarking upon the path of new relations
for a new century and committed to the goal
of strengthening their relationship through
cooperation and friendship,

Believing that new global challenges and
threats require the building of a qualitatively
new foundation for strategic relations be-
tween the Parties,

Desiring to establish a genuine partnership
based on the principles of mutual security,
cooperation, trust, openness, and predict-
ability,

Committed to implementing significant
reductions in strategic offensive arms,

Proceeding from the Joint Statements by
the President of the United States of America
and the President of the Russian Federation
on Strategic Issues of July 22, 2001 in Genoa
and on a New Relationship between the
United States and Russia of November 13,
2001 in Washington,

Mindful of their obligations under the
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics on the Reduction and Limitation of Stra-
tegic Offensive Arms of July 31, 1991, here-
inafter referred to as the START Treaty,

Mindful of their obligations under Article
VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons of July 1, 1968, and

Convinced that this Treaty will help to es-
tablish more favorable conditions for actively
promoting security and cooperation, and en-
hancing international stability,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I
Each Party shall reduce and limit strategic

nuclear warheads, as stated by the President
of the United States of America on Novem-
ber 13, 2001 and as stated by the President
of the Russian Federation on November 13,
2001 and December 13, 2001 respectively,
so that by December 31, 2012 the aggregate
number of such warheads does not exceed
1700–2200 for each Party. Each Party shall
determine for itself the composition and
structure of its strategic offensive arms,
based on the established aggregate limit for
the number of such warheads.

Article II
The Parties agree that the START Treaty

remains in force in accordance with its terms.

Article III
For purposes of implementing this Treaty,

the Parties shall hold meetings at least twice
a year of a Bilateral Implementation Com-
mission.

Article IV
1. This Treaty shall be subject to ratifica-

tion in accordance with the constitutional
procedures of each Party. This Treaty shall
enter into force on the date of the exchange
of instruments of ratification.

2. This Treaty shall remain in force until
December 31, 2012 and may be extended
by agreement of the Parties or superseded
earlier by a subsequent agreement.

3. Each Party, in exercising its national
sovereignty, may withdraw from this Treaty
upon three months written notice to the
other Party.
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Article V
This Treaty shall be registered pursuant

to Article 102 of the Charter of the United
Nations.

Done at Moscow on May 24, 2002, in two
copies, each in the English and Russian lan-
guages, both texts being equally authentic.

For the For the
United States of America: Russian Federation:

George W. Bush Vladimir V. Putin

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this treaty.

Joint Declaration by President
George W. Bush and President
Vladimir V. Putin on the New
Strategic Relationship Between the
United States of America and the
Russian Federation
May 24, 2002

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation,

Recalling the accomplishments at the
Ljubljana, Genoa, Shanghai, and Wash-
ington/Crawford Summits and the new spirit
of cooperation already achieved;

Building on the November 13, 2001 Joint
Statement on a New Relationship Between
the United States and Russia, having em-
barked upon the path of new relations for
the twenty-first century, and committed to
developing a relationship based on friend-
ship, cooperation, common values, trust,
openness, and predictability;

Reaffirming our belief that new global
challenges and threats require a qualitatively
new foundation for our relationship;

Determined to work together, with other
nations and with international organizations,
to respond to these new challenges and
threats, and thus contribute to a peaceful,
prosperous, and free world and to strength-
ening strategic security;

Declare as follows:

A Foundation for Cooperation
We are achieving a new strategic relation-

ship. The era in which the United States and
Russia saw each other as an enemy or stra-
tegic threat has ended. We are partners and
we will cooperate to advance stability, secu-

rity, and economic integration, and to jointly
counter global challenges and to help resolve
regional conflicts.

To advance these objectives the United
States and Russia will continue an intensive
dialogue on pressing international and re-
gional problems, both on a bilateral basis and
in international fora, including in the UN Se-
curity Council, the G–8, and the OSCE.
Where we have differences, we will work to
resolve them in a spirit of mutual respect.

We will respect the essential values of de-
mocracy, human rights, free speech and free
media, tolerance, the rule of law, and eco-
nomic opportunity.

We recognize that the security, prosperity,
and future hopes of our peoples rest on a
benign security environment, the advance-
ment of political and economic freedoms,
and international cooperation.

The further development of U.S.-Russian
relations and the strengthening of mutual un-
derstanding and trust will also rest on a grow-
ing network of ties between our societies and
peoples. We will support growing economic
interaction between the business commu-
nities of our two countries and people-to-
people and cultural contacts and exchanges.

Political Cooperation
The United States and Russia are already

acting as partners and friends in meeting the
new challenges of the 21st century; affirming
our Joint Statement of October 21, 2001, our
countries are already allied in the global
struggle against international terrorism.

The United States and Russia will continue
to cooperate to support the Afghan people’s
efforts to transform Afghanistan into a stable,
viable nation at peace with itself and its
neighbors. Our cooperation, bilaterally and
through the United Nations, the ‘‘Six-Plus-
Two’’ diplomatic process, and in other multi-
lateral fora, has proved important to our suc-
cess so far in ridding Afghanistan of the
Taliban and al-Qaida.

In Central Asia and the South Caucasus,
we recognize our common interest in pro-
moting the stability, sovereignty, and terri-
torial integrity of all the nations of this re-
gion. The United States and Russia reject the
failed model of ‘‘Great Power’’ rivalry that
can only increase the potential for conflict


